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BALKAN TABLE TENNIS UNION 

OFFICIAL HANDBOOK 
 

 
A. GENERAL HISTORICAL EVENTS 

 
The Balkan Table Tennis Games are created on the initiative of Ali Abali (TUR), Borivoje Popovic 

(SRB) and the Greek Table Tennis Association and after coordination with the other Balkan 

Associations of Bulgaria, Romania, Turkey and Yugoslavia and in an agreement concluded during 

the session of the Initiative Balkan Congress organized in Athens on 13-14 July 1963. The 

participated Associations agreed on one first document that calls “STATUTES OF BALKAN TABLE 

TENNIS GAMES”. On the base of this document the organizer Country organized a total of 28 Men 

and Women’s competitions plus 8 Junior and Cadet Competitions. 

 

 
During the 25th Balkan Table Tennis Congress that was held in SAKARYA (TURKEY) on the 

4.10.1991 the participant countries decided to prepare a union, which called “BALKAN TABLE 

TENNIS UNION”. 

 

 
During the 28th Balkan Table Tennis Congress, this was held in PLOVDIV (BULGARIA) on the 

8/10/2001 the participant countries, decided to prepare a constitution and technical rules of the 

Balkan Table Tennis Union. 

During the Extraordinary Congress in ALICANTE (SPA) on 19. September 2018. It was decided that 

BTTU shall consist of Table Tennis Associations/Federations inside the triangle: Trieste-Odesa, 

and Adriatic. Egenian, Ionian and Black See. 

During the BTTU Congres in BELGRADEE (SRB) on 10. November 2018. it was elected the new 

body- BTTU EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

During the BTTU Congress in PODGORICA (MNE) on 3. August 2019. It was decided that Italy is 

member of BTTU. 

 

At the BTTU Congress held in Istanbul on 6 September 2025, it was decided that Georgia and 
San Marino would become new members of the BTTU. 
 
Following the postal ballot received by the BTTU on 10 October 2025, it was decided that 
Cyprus would become a new member of the BTTU. 
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B. CONSTITUTION 

B.0. DEFINITION OF TERMS 
 

B.0.1. NAME 
B.0.1.1. The union shall be called the 'Balkan Table Tennis Union', referred to elsewhere in these Rules 
by its abbreviated title 'BTTU'. 
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B.0.2. GENERIC TERMS 
B.0.2.1. Whenever used in the BTTU Constitution or in the BTTU Regulations or in other BTTU 
documents, the generic terms written with a CAPITAL heading letter, 
[Constitution], [Member Association/Federation], [Objects], [Seat], [Congress], [Meeting], [Executive 
Board], [President], [Deputy-President], [Vice-President], [General Secretary], [Budget], [Accounts], 
etc., are to be considered as relating 
directly to BTTU and shall consequently read as ' Constitution of BTTU ', ' Member 
Association/Federation of BTTU ',' Object of BTTU ', etc.. 
B.0.2.2. The word Event stands for a table tennis competition sanctioned by BTTU 

 
B.0.3. EQUAL STATUS OF WOMEN AND MEN 
B.0.3.1. Whenever used in the BTTU Constitution or in the BTTU Regulations or in other BTTU 
documents, the masculine form (used in terms like 'person', 'player', 'Chairperson', 
'Official','delegate', 'candidate', etc.) shall be considered as to refer also to the feminine gender, 
unless explicitly stated otherwise. 

B.0.4. NUMBER OF VOTES 
B.0.4.1. At a Meeting, the number of votes recorded is the number of Member Associations or 
persons 'eligible to vote' present or represented (= recorded) at the 
relating Meeting roll call. 
B.0.4.2. At a voting process, the number of votes cast is the total number of ballot papers - out from 
those that eventually have officially been issued for that voting - collected at the voting process 
concerned, independently of the validity or voidness of these ballot papers. 
B.0.4.3. For a voting process, the number of valid votes cast is the total number of valid ballot papers 
collected at the voting process concerned, i.e. the total number of ballot papers collected less the 
invalid ballot papers and less the blank ballot papers (= abstentions), which shall be considered as 
void votes. 

 
B.1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

B.1.1. SEAT AND HEAD OFFICE 
B.1.1.1. The Head Office of the BTTU shall be in a place appointed by resolution/decision of the 
Annual Balkan Congress (ABC). 
B.1.1.2. The member who decided from congress to host the Head office of BTTU has to offer all the 
necessary facilities (technology) and secretarial support 

 
B.1.2. AUTHORITY AND NEUTRALITY 
B.1.2.1. BTTU is being recognised as authority on Balkan Peninsula in general, and in the territories of 
the Member (TT As/Fs), in particular, for matters related to table tennis on the Balkan level. 
B.1.2.2. BTTU has jurisdiction over organising a table tennis event using the denomination or title 
'Balkan',or authorising the organisation of such an event. 
B.1.2.3. BTTU shall be and neutral and act in a spirit of peace, understanding and fairplay, without any 
discrimination as to politics, gender, religion or race. 

B.1.3. PRINCIPLES 
B.1.3.1. The principles of the BTTU shall be generally: unity of action, mutual respect of TT As/Fs in 
their dealings with one to another and the inadmissibility of discrimination against TT As/Fs, clubs or 
individuals on racial, political, religious or other grounds. 
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B.1.3.2. The BTTU shall observe the general and fundamental principles of the International Olimpic 
Comittee (IOC), ITTF and ETTU and no provision of these Rules shall be deemed to conflict with or 
derogate from those principles. 
If the Rules and Regulations of BTTU are in the conflict with Regulations of ITTF and ETTU, the Rules 
and Regulations of ITTF and ETTU will be adapted. 
B.1.3.3. The BTTU shall co-operate with the ITTF, ETTU and other organizations that recognize them as 
the advising and supporting organizations for Balkan Table Tennis Competition. 

B.1.4. OBJECTS 
B.1.4.1. To uphold the principles of the BTTU and to develop the spirit of friendship and mutual 
assistance among Table Tennis Associations/Federations (TT As/Fs), clubs and players; 
B.1.4.2. To promote and to develop table tennis in the territories controlled by the TT As/Fs, and to 
deal with all matters relating to table tennis on the Balkan level; 
B.1.4.3. To safeguard the overall interests of the TT As/Fs and to promote unity among them; 
B.1.4.4. To regulate relations between TT As/Fs and between TT As/Fs and other organizations; 
B.1.4.5. To maintain contact and co-operation with ETTU and ITTF,as advising and supporting 
organizations; 
B.1.4.6. To seek continual improvement in the technical standard of table tennis and in the extent of 
participation at the Balkan Table Tennis Competition; 
B.1.4.7. To foster friendly sporting competition and to eliminate unfair and unsporting practices such 
as the use of drugs to affect performance; 
B.1.4.8. To establish and maintain the Regulations for Balkan Competition: General Regulation 
(Chapter B) and Regulation for Balkan events: Chapter C,D, E, F with Chapter G (Playing System and 
Procedures of Draws)) and Chapter H; 
B.1.4.9. To publish the standard text, which shall be the English text, of the Rules, consistisng of the 
Constitution, the Laws and the Regulations of BTTU; 
B.1.4.10. To encourage the publication of the Rules in other languages; 
B.1.4.11. To promote and to supervise Balkan title competitions; 
B.1.4.12. To assist organisation and to assist conduct of 'Balkan' table tennis events (champhionships, 
competitions, tournaments, etc.) and to authorise the organisation of such events; 

B.1.5. DURATION 
B.1.5.1. The duration of BTTU is unlimited. 

 
B.1.6. LANGUAGE 
B.1.6.1. The official and working language of BTTU is English. 
Also, all languages of BTTU Members are equally official and representatives shall be entitled to 
address meetings of the BTTU in their own language, subject to their provision of interpretation into 
the English working language. 
B.1.6.2. At all invitation, minutes, reports and official results must use English language. 

 
B.1.7. FLAG AND LOGO 
B.1.7.1. A flag of the Balkan Table Tennis Union is established as symbol of the Balkan Table Tennis 
Union sports and friendly collaboration; 
B.1.7.1.1. The flag of the Balkan Table Tennis Union shall show on the centre map of the Balkan 
Peninsula in the blue color, with letter Balkan Table Tennis Union across the map in the orange color, 
with the red racket with the white ball, with the letters BTTU in the ball in black color, on the right top 
and the lettering Athens, 13-14 July 1963 on the right bottom corner in the black color; 
B.1.7.2. This flag should be hosted in the competition hall of organizing country during the events; 
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B.1.7.3. After the closing of the competition, the flag will be in Head Office of BTTU. 
B.1.7.4. The BTTU logo shall show on centre the map of the Balkan Peninsula in blue color, with the 
racket behind the map in the red color in the middle, with the white ball with letters BTTU on the 
right middle and with the net across the logo but behind the map, racket and ball and in the light blue 
color; 
The logo shall show in the front centre letters BALKAN TABLE TENNIS UNION in the red color and in 
the bottom half in the centre the lettering Athens, 13-14 July 1963. 

B.1.8. SOLEMN OPENING OF EVENTS 
B.1.8.1. During the solemn opening of the events, the National anthem of the organizing country shall 
be played and the Flag of the Participant Countries as well as the flag of Balkan Table Tennis Union 
shall be arising. 

 
B.2. MEMBERSHIP 

B.2. MEMBERS 

B.2.1. The B.T.T.U shall consist of Table Tennis Associations/Federations, which are affiliated 

members of the I.T.T.F and E.T.T.U, and situated within the geographical area of Balkan Peninsula 

(inside the triangle: Trieste – Odessa, and Adriatic, Aegean, Ionian and Black See). 

B.2.2. At this moment full member of B.T.T.U are the Table Tennis Associations/Federation of: 

Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, F.Y.R.O., Italia, Macedonia, Greece, Kosovo, Moldova, 

Montenegro, Romania, Serbia, Slovenia and Turkey. 

B.2.3. The admission for B.T.T.U member is done with the simple majority of all members at the 

Balkan Congress (if all members are present). 

 
B.2.2. CONDITIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 
B.2.2.1. Full Membership 
 
Full membership shall be open to table tennis associations and federations that: 
 
a) are officially recognized by the competent sporting authority operating within the respective 
territory and are responsible for the organization and administration of table tennis activities within 
that territory; 
 
b) are members of both the ITTF and ETTU; 
 
c) maintain geographical, historical, cultural, or sporting links with the Balkan region. 
 
d) at this moment full members of BTTU are the Table Tennis Associations/Federations of: 
 
- Albania 
- Bosnia and Herzegovina 
- Bulgaria 
- Cyprus 
- Italy 
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- Greece 
- Georgia 
- Kosovo  
- Moldova 
- Montenegro 
- North Macedonia 
- Romania 
- San Marino 
- Serbia 
- Slovenia 
- Turkey 
 
B 2.2.2. Observer Member  
Table tennis associations and federations that satisfy the requirements set out in Articles B.2.2.1(a) 
and B.2.2.1(c), but are not members of the ITTF and/or ETTU, may be admitted as Observer Members 
by decision of the BTTU Congress, subject to the ITTF Statutes and applicable decisions of the ITTF. 
Observer Member: Table Tennis Federation of North Cyprus.  

 
- For the purposes of BTTU membership and sporting participation, the term “territory” refers to 

the geographical area in which the applicant association or federation effectively organizes, 
administers and develops table tennis, without prejudice to questions of sovereignty, 
recognition or territorial status under international law. 

-  
- Observer Membership is exclusively a sporting and institutional status. It shall not constitute or 

imply recognition of any State, government, sovereignty, territorial status or political entity 
under international law. 

-  
Observer Membership shall not confer or imply membership of the ITTF or ETTU, nor shall it create any 
right to participate in ITTF or ETTU activities unless separately authorised under the applicable rules of 
those organisations. 
 
B.2.2.3. 
Observer Members may participate in BTTU activities, meetings, and events under conditions 
determined by the Congress. Observer Members shall have no voting rights in the BTTU Congress. 
 
Participation of an Observer Member in BTTU activities shall not affect or determine any question 
concerning international recognition, sovereignty or territorial status. 
 
B.2.2.4. 
Applications for Full Membership and Observer Membership shall be submitted in writing and shall be 
decided upon by the BTTU Congress. 
 
Observer Membership shall be granted exclusively by decision of the BTTU Congress in accordance with 
the voting provisions of this Handbook. 
 
B.2.2.5 Political Neutrality 
 
The BTTU shall remain politically neutral and independent from political interference. 
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Decisions concerning membership, Observer Membership and participation shall be based exclusively 
on the sporting, organisational and geographical criteria established in this Handbook and the 
applicable rules of the BTTU. 
 
No decision concerning Observer Membership shall constitute recognition of any State, government, 
sovereignty or territorial status, or express a political position concerning such matters. 

-  
 

B.2.3. NUMBER OF MEMBERS 
B.2.3.1. The number of Member TT As/Fs shall not be less than three. 
B.2.3.2. An updated list with the Member TT As/Fs shall be published once a year. 

B.2.4. ADMISSION OF MEMBERS 
B.2.4.1. To become a Member Association, an interested Table Tennis Association (TTA) shall submit 
to BTTU a written application for Membership. 
B.2.4.2. The admission of an applicant as a Full Member or Observer Member shall be decided 
exclusively by the Congress in accordance with the voting provisions applicable to the respective 
category of membership. 
  
-      simple majority of the votes recorded at the Balkan Congress, provided that the Congress meets 
the quorum requirements defined in Article B.4.9 (more than 50% plus one of all members with voting 
rights) or 
 
-  by post ballot, in the other case, under the supervision of Chairperson, members of Executive    
Board and General Secretary, in the conditions of A.2.2.1.; 
 
For the avoidance of doubt, any admission decision under this section shall be understood according 
to the category of membership expressly granted by the Congress and shall not create rights beyond 
those provided for that category in this Handbook. 
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B.2.5. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF MEMBERS 
B.2.5.1. A TT As/Fs (member) may benefit from all the rights granted to it by the Constitution and 
Regulations and by the decisions made under them. 
B.2.5.2. A Member shall: 
a) comply with the BTTU Constitution and Regulations and with the decisions made under them; 
b) comply with the Laws of Table Tennis issued by ITTF; 
B.2.5.3. WITHDRAWAL FROM MEMBERSHIP 
TT As/Fs may, upon its own initiative, withdraw from Membership at the end of a year, by giving BTTU 
a minimum of three months written notice. 
B.2.5.4. SUSPENSION AND EXCLUSION OF MEMBERS 
TT As/Fs may be suspended or excluded from Membership if: 

not respected the Constitution or Regulations or of decisions made under them; 
acted against the Objects of BTTU; 
failed to settle its financial obligations towards BTTU; 
lost his status as a TT As/Fs in your country; 
not payed financial obligations towards BTTU: 

The suspension of a Member, including the restriction of its rights, may be decided by the Executive 
Board, with the majority of the votes recorded, and shall be submitted to the Congress.Suspension 
shall be continued if Congres is confirmed with majority of votes recorded. 
The exclusion of a Member may be decided exclusively by the Congress, at a Congress Meeting, with 
the majority of the votes recorded. 

B.3. BTTU STRUCTURE 
 

The BTTU structure are: 
1. The Congress 
2. The Executive Board 

▪ President/Charged with Paraolimpic Committee 
▪ Deputy President/Charged with Development Committee 
▪ Vice President/Charged with Technical Committee 
▪ Vice President/Charged with Umpires Committee 
▪ Vice President/Chairperson of Marketing Committee 

3. General Secretary 
4. Committees 

▪ Development Committee (DB) 
▪ Tehnical Committee (TC) 
▪ Umpires Committee (UC) 
▪ Marketing Committee (MK) 
▪ Para Olympic Committee (POC) 

5. Officials and Experts 
6. Honours 

 
B.3.5. HONOURS 

B.3.5.1. The ABC has the authority to award the title of Honorary Life President or Honorary 
Life Member of BTTU to a person who has made an outstanding contribution to the work of 
the BTTU, or an official who has give long, outstanding service to BTTU. 
B.3.5.2. The ABC has the authority to award the title of Historical Members to a person or to 
his/her family if is death that takes the lead of the Balkan Games Idea. 
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B.3.5.3. Honorary Members shall be entitled to attend all Balkan Title Competition with free 
hospitality and attend the congress with the right to speak but not to vote. 
B.3.4.5.4. The list of Honours prepared by Technical Committee, under supervision of EB and 

GS, be submitted on Annual Balkan Congress for final decision 

 

 
B.4. CONGRESS 

B.4.1. The governing body of the B.T.T.U shall be the Congress, consisting of the assembled 

representatives of Associations/Federations. 

B.4.2. Each Association/Federation shall be entitled to 3 representatives at a Congress. B.5.3. 

There shall be an Annual Congress, referred to elsewhere in these Rules as "ABC". 

B.4.3. The Congress shall be held each year during, and the location of the Senior Balkan 

Championship and/or the location of the Youth Balkan Championships. 

B.4.4. Each Association/Federation has only 1 vote; votes are transferable and there shall be only 

(1) proxies by Association/Federation 

B.4.5.1. Association/Federation who is not pay annual subscription and/or entry fees shall have 

right to speak but not to vote at Balkan Congress. 

B.4.6. The notice of the date, place, time and agenda of a congress together with reports of retired 

Chairman, General Secretary, Technical Committee and Marketing Committee, shall be send by 

the General Secretary to all Associations/Federations not later 10 days before the Congress. 

B.4.6.1. . Each year, the President of the BTTU shall appoint the Association that will host the 

next Senior Balkan Championships as the President of the Congress for a term of one year. 

B.4.6.2. The President of Congress shall conduct the Annual Congress where General Secretary 

assumes the functions of Secretary. 

B.4.6.3. The President of Congress represent the BTTU. 

B.4.7. the General Secretary shall send the minutes of the Congress to all Associations/Federations 

10 days before the Annual Congress. The minutes shall be published to union website as 

permanent. The minutes are approved and signed, at the next ABC, by the General Secretary and 

Chairman of present meeting. 

B.4.8. the Congress is on quorum if the present Association is more 50% plus one of the all 

members with rights to vote. 

B.4.9. Generally, the ABC has the following attributions: 

B.4.9.1. Accepts the reports of President of Congress, Chairman, General Secretary, Technical 

Committee, Umpires Committee and Marketing Committee. 

B.4.9.2. Decides about the calendar of the Balkan Championships 
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B.4.9.3. Decides about the admission members of B.T.T.U under the procedure and the 

provisions of B.2.3. 

B.4.9.4. Examines the issues about the technical and organizational of the Balkan Competitions. 

B.4.9.5. Decides about the framework of Balkan Competitions. 

B.4.9.6. Takes decision on general interest issues related to the sport and to the propositions 

submitted by the participant Associations/Federations. 

B.4.9.7. Decided about the place of the secretariat office, under the provisions of B.6.6.1 

B.4.10.7.1. Confirm the elections of the General Secretary suggested by Executive Board. 

B.4.9.8. Every 4 years elects the chairman of Committees and 4 more persons (from difference 

Associations/Federations) as member of the l Committees. 

B.4.9.9. Every year appointment the President, as President of Union. 
 

 
B.5.  FINANCE 

B.5.1. Accounts: The financial year of the B.T.T.U shall start the next day of the previous congress 

until the day before the next congress. The General Secretary shall prepare an annual statement 

of accounts, which shall be presents to the congress for the decision. 

B.5.2. In principle, all members of Union must pay 100 € as subscription, to be used as deposit. 

B.5.3. There shall be levies for each participating team and individual players in competition 

 
B.6. ADMINISTRATION 

B.6.1. Office: The Head Office of the B.T.T.U shall be in a place appointed by BTTU Congress 

suggested by Executive Board. 

B.6.2. An Executive Board should be elected in official elections for the BTTU Executive Board 

during Annual Congress (ABC) and should be elected for term of 4 years. 

B.6.2.1. BTTU Executive Board will be composed of: Chairman of the BTTU Executive Board and 4 

elected BTTU Executive Board Vice-Presidents. 

B.6.2.2. BTTU Chairman of the Executive Board is entitled to appoint Deputy Chairman of the BTTU 

Executive Board among all 4 elected Vice-Presidents. 

B.6.2.3. BTTU Chairman of the Executive Board has full executive power in all matters related to 

BTTU. 



11  

B.6.2.4. BTTU Executive Board is entitled to nominate BTTU Secretary General and members of 

BTTU Technical Committee, BTTU Marketing Committee and BTTU Umpires & Referees 

Committee, and all others Committee. 

B.6.2.5. BTTU Executive Board is entitled to engage professional Competition manager and to 

decide terms of his/her engagement. 

B.6.2.6. BTTU Executive Board is entitled to determine the allowance of the General Secretary, 

and all working persons in BTTU. 

B.6.2.7. BTTU Executive Board will inform the President of BTTU and Congress about all important 

questions of BTTU. 

B.6.3. Languages: All languages of B.T.T.U members are equally official and representatives shall 

be entitled to address meetings of the B.T.T.U in their own language, subject to their provision of 

interpretation into the working language 

B.6.3.1. Working language of B.T.T.U is the English language. At all invitation, minutes, reports 

and official results must use English language. 

B.6.4. Publications: The B.T.T.U shall from time to time publish an official Handbook and other 

guidance documents; 2 copies of each such publication shall be supplied free to each member 

Association. The B.T.T.U shall publish an official Bulletin and shall supply a copy of each issue free 

to each member Association. 

 
. 

B.7. PUBLICATIONS 
The BTTU shall from time to time publish an official Handbook and other guidance docu-ments; 
two copies of each such publication shall be supplied free to each member 
Association/Federation. The BTTU shall publish an official Bulletin and shall supply a copy of each 
issue free to each member Association/Federation or publish on BTTU Web site. 

 
B.8 PLAYERS CLOTHING 
Playing clothing in BTTU events shall be authorized by a players parent Association. 

 
B.9 VISAS 
B.9.1. It shall be the responsibility of a visiting Association to obtain any visas necessary for its 
member to attend Congress or competitions, but the host Association shall assist in every possible 
way to ensure that these visas 

B.10. GENERAL REGULATION 
B.10.1. Any matter not covered by present Constitution and the Technical rules and Regulations is 
decided by the Congress with the simple majority of all members at the Balkan Congress (if all 
members are present) or by post ballot (in other case) under the supervision of Chairman of ABC, 
EB and GS. 
B.10.2. Copies of these Constitution and the technical rules and regulations should be submitted 
to the International Table Tennis Association and European Table Tennis Union for their approval. 
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B.10.3. Association/Federation who is not pay annual subscription and/or entry fees shall not 
have right to free hospitality at any Balkan Table Tennis Championships. 
B.10.4. The General Regulation is the Regulation specifying detailed and complementary 
provisions for the implementation and for the practical application of the Constitution. 
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during Extraordinary BTTU Congress 2018 (29/04/2018) Head of delegations: Albania: Bosnia and 
Herzegovina: Bulgaria: FYRO Macedonia: Kosovo: Romania: Serbia: Slovenia: Turkey 
18th Edition: Approved by the Balkan Table Tennis Congress organized in Podgorica on 3.. August 
2019.Head of delegations: Albania, Bosna and Herzegovina, Greece, Italy, Kosovo, North Macedonia, 
Montenegro, Romania, Slovenia, Serbia, Turkey. 

 
HONORARY LIFE MEMBER HONORARY HISTORICAL MEMBER 

DUŠAN OSMANAGIĆ (SRB) ALI ABALI (TUR) – historical president CHRISTOS 
CHRISTODOULATOS (GRE) MIHOVIL KAPETANIĆ (SRB)-historical president 
ELLA ZELLER CONSTANTINESCU (ROM) MARIA ASDERI (GRE) 
Prof. Dr. BRANKO SBUTEGA (SRB) KONSTANTIN BOUDINOV (BUL) 
GEORGIOS SELINIOTAKIS (GRE) SEVER DANET (ROM) 

SLOBODAN JEREMIĆ (SRB) 
BORIVOJE POPOVIĆ (SRB) 
GARO AKBAL (TUR) ANTONIS 
PARIANOS (GRE) YOTO 
DRIANOVSKI (BUL) NIKOLA 
VUJADINOVIĆ (MNE) SAŠA 
MILAČIĆ (MNE) 


